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Researcher Identifies Countermarks 
In the August installment of “Cura- 
tor’s Corner” (p. 968), Museum Cu- 
rator Robert W. Hoge asked for in- 
formation about a North American 
token countermarked D. WINER. I 
can confirm his guess that the piece 
is unique. It is not in my computer 
listing of almost 10,000 different 
world merchant countermarks, nor 
do I have a record of any other 
North American token having been 
so countermarked. 

I am willing to respond to reader 
inquiries about merchant or govern- 
ment countermarks. Requests should 
be accompanied by the following: 

1) A self-addressed, stamped re- 
turn envelope. 

2) A description of the coin or to- 
ken and its countermark. 

3) A photograph of the piece if it 
is thought to carry a government 
countermark. Photographs are es- 
sential to identifying these complex 
countermarks. In addition, I am 
lacking illustrations for a catalog I 
am compiling on such pieces, and 
hope collectors can provide recipro- 
cal assistance in this area. 


Gregory G. Brunk, LM 801 
P.O. Box 125, Hudson, IA 50643 


Former Mint Employee Shares 
Stories of Security Procedures 
I would like to offer a few observa- 
tions relating to Pete Smith’s article 
“Untangling the Tale of the Mid- 
night Minter,” in the September 
1997 issue (p. 1007). 

When I joined the staff of the 
Denver Mint in 1961, I was amazed 
by the number of security proce- 
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Not too long ago, | asked (via 
Numism-L, an on-line discussion 
group) if anyone happened to have a 
particular back issue of The Numisma- 
tist. The response was overwhelming! 
| had no idea so many people were 
subscribers to and savers of the mag- 
azine! | even got a copy of the article 
in question from its author. 

Doug Smith, via Internet 


dures in place there. At the end of 
the day, all coins were secured in 
vaults. Nothing was left lying 
around. Blanks were locked up; even 
those in the presses were removed. 

One of the foremen told me that 
until the late 1950s, the flywheels on 
the presses were chained and locked 
to the press frame at the end of the 
production week. This caused some 
problems once in a while when some- 
one forgot to take the chain off when 
starting the presses up on Monday. 

During settlement—the Mint’s 
yearly inventory process—the ob- 
verse dies were removed from all the 
presses and locked in the die vault. 
They remained there until settle- 
ment was finished and everyone 
started back to work. 


Michael P. Lantz, ANA 146479 


Midnight Minter Tale Challenged 
To be charged with misleading a 
generation of numismatic researchers 
is quite a surprise. What an influ- 
ence to have! If true, what a shame, 
what a dishonor. That is an accusa- 
tion that was leveled against two of 
us when Pete Smith’s article entitled 
“Untangling the Tale of the Mid- 
night Minter” was published in the 
September issue (p. 1007). 

That article seems to endorse the 
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procedure “First the hanging, then 
the trial and acquittal.” The opening 
paragraphs of the article state: 
“Theodore Eckfeldt stands ac- 
cused of using equipment belonging 
to the United States Mint to strike 
coins for sale to collectors. Among 
the rarities attributed to him is the 
unique ‘plain edge’ 1804 dollar. For 
his alleged clandestine activities, he has 
been dubbed the ‘Midnight Minter.’ 
“Since 1962, writers have based 
their conclusions with respect to the 
identity of the surreptitious minter 
on evidence presented by Eric P. 
Newman and Kenneth E. Bressett in 
their book The Fantastic 1804 Dollar. 
The authors were careful to differ- 
entiate between fact and speculation, 
but unfortunately, like many leg- 
ends, the Eckfeldt story has been re- 
told as fact. It is time to retire the 
story, for it has led a generation of 
researchers in the wrong direction.” 
The article does not include any 
quotation whatever from The Fantas- 
tic 1804 Dollar or from any subse- 
quent publications by either Ken- 
neth E. Bressett or myself. The 
matters criticized by Smith as being 
inaccurate are that Theodore Eck- 
feldt participated in the production 
of Class II plain edge 1804 dollar 
coinage at the U.S. Mint, and that 
he was the person referred to by the 
expression “Midnight Minter.” 
Nothing in The Fantastic 1804 
Dollar or subsequent writings by its 
authors even hints at Theodore Eck- 
feldt having anything to do with the 
production of any coinage at the 
U.S. Mint or elsewhere, or Theo- 
dore Eckfeldt being referred to as 
the “Midnight Minter” or as a night 
watchman. What The Fantastic 1804 
Dollar did state was that circa 1858 
Theodore Eckfeldt sold “plain edge” 
Class II 1804 dollars. This was based 
on reports by S.K. Harzfeld in 1880 
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and by Ebenezer L. Mason in 1882, 
with Harzfeld referring to Theo- 
dore as “an erring son” in the Eck- 
feldt family and Mason referring to 
him as “young Eckfeldt.” (Neither 
source actually used the name Theo- 
dore.) If Pete Smith was contesting 
only what others may have written, 
he should not have included New- 
man and Bressett. 

Numismatists have an extremely 
fine (Condition 45) or better sense 
of humor. The coining of the phrase 
“Midnight Minter” by Richard E. 
Snow about 1990 obviously seems to 
be a comic alliteration using Eastern 
standard time, but lacking a date. 
‘Theodore Eckfeldt, who also is tar- 
geted as the “night watchman” by 
Don Taxay, may have gotten hot 
under the collar to press for work 
rather than sit on his reverse, leave a 
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blank impression and be a die hard. 
Yet, rather than being a bust, he 
could have gone on strike in order to 
get a head. To Cater to his “beauti- 
ful cousin, Cinderella Eckfeldt,” he 
may have wished to peddle a new 
pair of plain-edge, size 18-04, silver 
mules before midnight for her to 
wear at the heraldic prince’s ball, as 
the fairy tail goes. Circulating ru- 
mors are not proof. 

The Numismatist included in the 
article an illustration of the obverse 
of an 1804 dollar, accompanied by 
the caption, “Twentieth century 
writers have accused Theodore Eck- 
feldt of peddling 1804 dollars in 
Philadelphia.” That comment failed 
to add at its end “repeating what 
19th-century numismatists had ex- 
perienced and recorded.” 

In the Smith article, it can be no- 


ticed that 12 paragraphs after his 
initial volley, he properly summa- 
rizes The Fantastic 1804 Dollar com- 
ments in the following manner: 

“Newman and Bressett concluded 
that the dollars were struck by 
George Eckfeldt and that Theodore 
was the ‘erring son,’ since George’s 
other son, John, was in San Fran- 
cisco at the time.” 

Then Smith ends his article by 
stating, “The best current theory 
is that George Eckfeldt struck the 
‘plain edge’ 1804 dollars with the 
possible approval of higher Mint 
officials. No night watchman was 
involved, and there was no Mid- 
night Minter.” 

Having come to the foregoing 
conclusion, Smith seems to agree 
completely with what was asserted 
on the subject in The Fantastic 1804 
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Dollar and has only negated items 
others may have written. For him to 
first criticize part of the text of pub- 
lished material without even quoting 
it, and then to agree in his own sum- 
mary with what that published text 
stated is bewildering. 

The question remains; Is this 
“liable” to be re-Peted? 

(P.S. I hope my long-lost friend 
Don Taxay will come out of hiding 
and answer for himself concerning 
what he wrote in 1966 [not 1983]. 
Richard Snow might wish to com- 
ment. Above all, Pete Smith should 
keep researching and writing.) 


Eric P. Newman, LM 619 


I consider The Fantastic 1804 Dollar 
to be an excellent piece of numis- 
matic scholarship. I did not quote 
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Newman/Bressett in my article be- 
cause I find no fault in any of their 
statements. It was my intent only to 
challenge comments made by deriv- 
ative writers (after 1962) who con- 
verted speculation into fact. I am 
sorry if space limitations and my brief 
explanation failed to make this clear. 


Pete Smith, ANA 122148 


Let’s Be Specific! 
The June 1997 installment of “ANA 
Authentication Bureau” (“Authenti- 
cating the 1861 Confederate Half 
Dollar Restrike,” p. 710) presented a 
lot of interesting information. It 
does, however, leave me with a tech- 
nical question. 

The article states that one of the 
diagnostics of genuine specimens is 
that “specific gravity does not con- 
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form to Mint specifications for gen 
uine 1861-O half dollars (10.32).” 
This is puzzling, since the restrikes 
in question were made from 1861-O 
half dollars. The process of mill- 
ing them down prior to restriking 
wouldn’t seem to have materially al- 
tered the specific gravity, assuming 
the material was more-or-less ho- 
mogenous to start with. The weight 
would certainly be different, but why 
the specific gravity? 

Bruce Spence, ANA 168221 


Editor’s Note: Author J.P. Martin 
agrees with Mr. Spence: the restrikes 
do indeed have the same specific 
gravity as genuine 1861-O half dol- 
lars. The explanation of the specific 
gravity was “materially altered” dur- 
ing production of The Numismatist. 
We apologize for the error. 


1337 


